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U. S. LEADERSHIP IN HEALTH
PROTECTION THE United States is in danger of losing, if she has not already lost, her position as leader in health protection for the people of the western hemisphere, according to a report by Dr. Thomas Parran, surgeon general of the U. S. Public Health Service, at the St. Louis meeting of the American Public Health Association, who gave the result of his findings on his visits to Mexico and to the PanAmerican sanitary conference in Rio de Janeiro.
When air travel between North and South America was instituted some years ago, the United States was greatly concerned over the possibility that yellow fever would be reintroduced to the country from South America. Now Brazil is rightly exercised and has made representations to our State Department because yellow fever mosquitoes and even the tse-tse fly, carrier of deadly African sleeping sickness, have been found on American airplanes entering Brazilian ports from Africa.
The Brazilian government, at a cost of $2,000,000 and with aid from the Rockefeller Foundation, which spent $200,000, has eradicated both African and American yellow fever mosquitoes from all her port cities and from eight of her states. Dr. Parran stated that only one United States port, Miami, Fla., had done anything like this.
Americans need to recognize that continental health security and solid Pan-Americanism run on a two-way track. Brazil 's vast accomplishment in wiping out yellow fever danger in her cities and states does not remove the danger of yellow fever striking Brazilians or other Americans unless we and other American nations wipe out the yellow fever danger within our own boundaries. NUTRITION IN GREAT BRITAIN COMFORT for Americans disturbed by the prospect of one cup of sugarless coffee per day, at least one meatless day per week and probable restrictions in butter and in variety of vegetables was given in a report to the association by Sir John Boyd Orr, director of Great Britain's Imperial Bureau of Nutrition.
Britain in the fourth year of war is down to something like iron rations, with all luxury foods cut out, but the diet of the people in Britain from the viewpoint of health is about as good as it was before the war. There are no signs of malnutrition, and child health is actually better than before the war. Wealthy people are eating about a third less food than before the war, while the poor are getting diets much richer in vitamins and minerals. Drastic changes in the national diet have been brought about with almost complete absence of grumbling. There is no food hoarding; it is definitely not the thing to do, according to universal public opinion.
Britain has won the war on the food front partly through lend-lease shipments of food from America, for which Sir John expressed heartfelt gratitude to the United States and Canada, and partly through greatly increased production of food and milk at home. The 1918 records showed that when measured by the Army's standards, the teeth of the men of Vermont were thirty-five times poorer than those of Arkansas. Missouri rated high in excellence of its men's teeth in 1918. Study of draft rejections then showed that only three states in the nation had lower rejection rates for dental defects than did Missouri.
" The probability that the reported differences were not due to chance,'" Dr. East stated, "'is strengthened by similar results obtained in a survey made of U. S. Navy recruits of 1934. In that survey the New England men, when compared with those of other sections of the country, also had the most evidence of past and present tooth decay. Arkansas, the state with the lowest rejection rate for dental defects in the draft of 1918, had the best record in this respect in the Navy's survey of 1934.
"Preliminary reports from the drafts of 1940-42 suggest that marked variations in the magnitude of the rejection rates for dental defects will again prevail among the different states. The Efforts to increase the potency of diphtheria toxoid by the same methods are now being made by Dr. Freund.
Nutrition studies are another project of the institute, which is said to be the only municipal organization of its kind in the world.
Nutritional assays of foods sold in New York City markets will be undertaken in order to find out whether, when the housewife buys foods for their vitamins and minerals, the foods contain the amounts of these essential diet factors she expects them to contain on the basis of food value tables. Meat, vegetables and other foods may vary widely in their vitamin and mineral content according to their region of growth because of the differences in soils in various parts of the country. But the RV Tauri sometimes vibrate in their fundamental tone and sometimes in the first overtone or harmonic. They may change back and forth at will, thereby producing hitherto unexplainable changes in their light fluctuations. The Cepheids resemble the heavy and low note of the long pipes; the so-called Cluster variables to the short high-pitched notes; while the RV Tauri stars were in between, giving pleasant tones of one octave separation.
PULSATING STARS
All such vibrating variable stars are known to be considerably larger and brighter than our sun, which is a " dwarf" star of comparatively quiet habits-to our good fortune.
ITEMS
MOTORS and trucks now doing essential servi&ee 6 our highways can be operated a longer time without recowditioning by the use of expander type piston r'gs, P. E. straight. But so soon as it is worn a little more in soe spots than in others-is no longer truly circular or straight up and down-the ordinary ring fails in its function because it rides over the irregularities. The expander type, he explained, is more flexible and has inner springs which exert independent pressure against every part of the cylinder, so that the ring conforms to the variations in the contour of the cylinder wall. Consequently a worn cylinder can be used much longer, and because of the flexibility of the ring, there is less wear in the first place. At least six engine manufacturers, he said, are supplying these rings as original equipment, and many others buy them and stock them for replacement service.
THAT the cause of death in asthma and some kinds of pneumonia is a metamorphosis of the lining of the bronchial tubes which makes them bald instead of hairy was announced by Dr. A. C. i .. , -_ l l l l W i l l i s ; ; X 0 r s , o f w
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